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loose joints 
for six players 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

April 2020 
 



 
instrumentation 

 
 
 
bass f lute 
bass clar inet 
percussion: sna re  d rum 

      ( 1  p l a y e r )  bongos ( 2  pa i r s ,  l a r ges t  to  sma l l es t ) 
Pape r *  
ma r imba ( 5  oc t . )  
suspended cymba l  

viol in 
viola 
cel lo 

 
 
 
 
 

suggested setup 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

* )  Paper  -  requ i res one shee t  o f  o rd ina ry  A3 wr i t i ng  paper ,  moved abou t  
on a f l a t  su r face (e .g .  t ab le )  to  c rea te a  sub t le  wh ispe r i ng sound . 

 
 
 
 
 

duration :  6 mins approx. 
 

 
 

perc. 

clarinet 

cello 

viola 

flute violin 

conductor 

marimba s . d .  

c y m b .  



 
performance notes 
 
 
 

winds 
 

 
  ai r & pi tch 
 
 
  ai r without pi tch 
 

 
  keycl ick 

 
 
  tongue pizz.  

( f lute only) 
 
 
 
percussion 
 
 
required:  soft mal lets , brushes, hot rods, A3 paper 
 
 

 ‘swir l ’  effect with brushes on snare 
 

 
 ‘swir l ’  effect with paper on f lat surface 
 (There should always be a sl ight accent at the start of the beat ,   
   to mainta in a gent le pulse in the sound) 

 
 

the two pairs of bongos are notated on a four- l ine stave as shown below, 
arranged from lowest to highest pi tch : 
 
 
 

 
 

 
str ings 
 
 

  ai r / damped sound 
(no pi tch , deaden left hand) 
 
 
a i r sound (see above) on f ingerboard, molto sul tasto 
 
 
ai r sound direct ly on br idge 
 
 
tap body of instrument with left hand 

 
 
 
 
 

low 

high 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

about the piece 
 
 
 

‘ l oose  jo i n t s ’  was i n fo rmed by  A r t hu r  Russe l l ’ s  ‘Soon -To -Be I nnocen t  Fun  /  Le t ’ s  
See ’  f rom h i s  on l y  so lo  a l bum Wor ld  o f  Echo ( 1 986 ) .  
 
Though t he  p i ece  i s  no t  a  d i r ec t  t r ansc r i p t i on ,  i t  a t t empts  to  exp lo re  componen ts  
o f  t he  son i c  wor l d  p resen ted  bo th  i n  t he  t r ack  and  ac ross  t he  a lbum i n  gene ra l .   
 
Fundamen ta l l y ,  bo th  t he  Russe l l  and  ‘ l oose jo i n t s ’  t h r i ve  i n  t he  unp red i c t ab i l i t y  and  
i ncons i s tency  o f  t he  techn iques  t hey  emp loy ,  c rea t i ng  a  b road t apes t r y  o f  t imb ra l  
change .  The  t i t l e  re fe rs  to  t h i s  i dea ,  t ha t  rea l  de l i g h t  i n  mus i c  comes f rom a k i nd  
o f  spon tane i t y  resu l t i ng  f rom an  es tab l i s hed o rde r ;  l oose jo i n t s  be tween mach i ne  
cogs gene ra te  spa rks .  
 
The  p iece  shou ld  be  p l ayed i n  t he  know ledge tha t  i ncons i s tenc ies  o f  sound w i l l  
i nev i t ab l y  resu l t ;  t hese  i ncons i s tenc ies  shou ld  be  encou raged whe re  poss ib l e .  
 
I t  i s  h i gh l y  recommended to  l i s t en  to  t he  o r i g i na l  t r ack  be fo re  app roach i ng  ‘ l oose 
jo i n t s ’ .  
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