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April 2020



instrumentation

bass flute
bass clarinet

percussion: [snare drum
(1 player) bongos (2 pairs, largest to smallest)
Paper*
marimba (5 oct.)
suspended cymbal

violin
viola
cello

suggested setup

perc.

marimba
cymb.
bongos

clarinet

cello

viola
AL Y flute
violin

conductor

*) Paper - requires one sheet of ordinary A3 writing paper, moved about
on a flat surface (e.g. table) to create a subtle whispering sound.

duration : 6 mins approx.



performance notes

winds

JJ air & pitch

] air without pitch
J keyclick

tongue pizz.
(flute only)

.+

percussion
required: soft mallets, brushes, hot rods, A3 paper
T V000 ‘swirl’ effect with brushes on snare

O O ‘swirl’ effect with paper on flat surface
(There should always be a slight accent at the start of the beat,
to maintain a gentle pulse in the sound)

the two pairs of bongos are notated on a four-line stave as shown below,
arranged from lowest to highest pitch:

high o

low
—————

strings
J J ?ir / fjamped sound
no pitch, deaden left hand)
)J )J air sound (see above) on fingerboard, molto sul tasto
A FL air sound directly on bridge

tap body of instrument with left hand



about the piece

‘loose joints’' was informed by Arthur Russell’'s ‘Soon-To-Be Innocent Fun / Let's
See’' from his only solo album World of Echo (1986).

Though the piece is not a direct transcription, it attempts to explore components
of the sonic world presented both in the track and across the album in general.

Fundamentally, both the Russell and ‘loose joints’ thrive in the unpredictability and
inconsistency of the techniques they employ, creating a broad tapestry of timbral
change. The title refers to this idea, that real delight in music comes from a kind
of spontaneity resulting from an established order; loose joints between machine
cogs generate sparks.

The piece should be played in the knowledge that inconsistencies of sound will
inevitably result; these inconsistencies should be encouraged where possible.

It is highly recommended to listen to the original track before approaching ‘loose
joints’.
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* Play rigidly, with very little bow.

Harmonic not intended tn cneak everv time
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